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Summary 
 

 

The deliverable DS2.2 is the report presenting a series of actions taken and communication products 

generated to widely disseminate information on EVOLTREE. 

 

A public awareness strategy has been developed and information on activities and new 

communication products are continuously uploaded on the EVOLTREE’s website where they can be 

easily found and downloaded. The public awareness pages on EVOLTREE’s website are continuously 

fed with new information and public awareness products which are also widely distributed through 

various channels. 
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1 General presentation of the public awareness stra tegy 

1.1 Objectives of the dissemination efforts and des irable impacts  
 

EVOLTREE has designed a dissemination and communication plan and initiated a number of actions 

aimed at reinforcing understanding of the scientific knowledge generated by the Network of 

Excellence, and at increasing awareness on the conservation and management of terrestrial 

biodiversity, more specifically genetic resources of forest trees and associated organisms (mychorrizal 

fungi and insects), among relevant stakeholders, especially policy-makers.  

The public awareness strategy is presented in the introductory text to the Dissemination section of the 

webpage, where the main objectives are reminded: 

o Identify appropriate fora and audiences to be reached through awareness raising actions on 

EVOLTREE activities 

o Produce public awareness materials adapted to different users 

o Organize specific events aimed at creating opportunities for a dialogue between scientists and 

stakeholders, especially policy-makers 

o Support relevant initiatives organized by individual teams within the EVOLTREE consortium, 

by supplying public awareness materials (including press releases) and translating these 

materials in different languages. 
 

 

1.2 Target groups 
 

Dissemination activities are dedicated to communication with the scientific community, the general 

public and relevant stakeholders, selected mostly among policy-makers.  
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The scientific community is reached through updates on the progress of the network and through 

publications in scientific journals. The strategy to reach out to the scientific community includes the 

participation to scientific meetings and annual events (eg., Plant GEM, IUFRO conferences, etc.), the 

development and maintenance of the EVOLTREE public website, and the publication of scientific and 

technical reviews.  

Communication, education and dialogue with the general public (consumers, citizens, students, etc.) 

are implemented to strengthen awareness and to make scientific contents more easily accessible to 

non-specialists.  

 

1.3 EVOLTREE dissemination activities and the role of the partners in the 
Network of Excellence 

 
A calendar of major events in which public awareness actions are foreseen has been prepared and 

uploaded on the website (to be revised for each work plan period). Organization of participation to 

these events and the preparation and distribution of the public awareness materials have been taken 

care, including the illustration of EVOLTREE’s goal and activities through power point presentations, 

adapted to different audiences. 

 

 



Evoltree – Deliverable DS2.2 
 

 

Page 7 of 13 
 

 

2 Presentation of different public awareness produc ts  
 
Communication products about EVOLTREE and its scientific activities are produced regularly and 

made available on its webpage. These include press releases, leaflets, posters, and an external 

newsletter. In particular, efforts have so far been made to ensure that annual project meetings and 

other significant events have adequate press coverage, by establishing contacts with the relevant 

media.  

The EVOLTREE website is used strategically to display key messages. The first page accessible is 

kept simple and focused on simple information and messages, with possibility for scientists to go 

deeper into the scientific contents of the programme by clicking on the available links. The following 

products have been designed and made available to the partners and are being posted online: 

 

- a folded leaflet ; 

- a Power Point presentation  with a general description of project’s objective and activities;  

- a template for a public awareness poster ; 

- a template for fact sheets  with brief news about the network; 

- an external newsletter . 

 

 

2.1 Folded leaflet 

The EVOLTREE leaflet offers a general presentation of the project for the general public; 2000 copies 

has been printed and distributed to 44 partners (also those forming small consortia within the network) 

for their use in public awareness initiatives. As of December 2007, ca. 1000 copies have been widely 

distributed in occasion of several meetings and events. The PDF is available online. 
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According to the website statistics, the leaflet has been downloaded by a considerable number of 

visitors (as of December 2007, ca. more than 350 copies have been downloaded since in May 2007, 

when it was made available). 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 Power point presentation 

A power point presentation with general facts about EVOLTREE has been prepared and uploaded on 

the website. It this visible in the opening page of the website and has been downloaded by a large 

number of visitors (as of December 2007, ca. more than 250 copies have been downloaded since in 

May 2007, when it was made available).  

 

  

2.3 Template for a public awareness poster 

A template for a public awareness poster with general information on EVOLTREE has been created 

and uploaded on the main page of the website. It can be modified and adapted for different events and 

translated in different languages by partners (as of December 2007, ca. more than 400 copies have 

been downloaded since in May 2007, when it was made available). 

 



Evoltree – Deliverable DS2.2 
 

 

Page 9 of 13 
 

 

 

2.4 Template for fact sheets 

A template for a fact sheet which presents brief news about the network has been created. It can be 

adapted for different purposes and it can be translated in different languages by partners. It has been 

used to create the external newsletter and can be adapted for further future use (eg., to prepare policy 

briefs). 
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2.5 External Newsletter 

A template for an external newsletter, to be released at least twice a year, has been created and a first 

issue of the newsletter has been widely distributed and made available online. The PDFs of the future 

issues will all be downloadable from the project’s website. The preparation of the external newsletter is 

based on the information gathered from the members of the network through the internal monthly 

newsletter, a concise and simple document which has the purpose of keeping up to date the scientific 

community involved in EVOLTREE activities.  

A Glossary has been included in the final part of the newsletter. It provides a definition of the most 

difficult technical terms, in order to enable people with very limited knowledge of the subject to read 

the articles in the newsletter. 

 

  

2.6 EVOLTREE in the press 

Press conferences and press releases are organized in occasion of major events linked with the 

network and in occasion of the annual meetings of EVOLTREE. Articles and short communications 

that have appeared in the media have been collected into a general repository, called “EVOLTREE 

in the press” . 

2.7 Other reports on EVOLTREE 

The Dissemination page of EVOLTREE website contains also other types of reports and publications 

with general information on the NoE and reaching different types of audiences of non-specialist. 
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o Short paper on EVOLTREE for Geneflow (Bioversity publication distributed to ca 4400 

recipients, especially outside Europe), 

o Updates on EVOLTREE on Newsletter for Europe (short articles presented in 3 consecutive 

issues of the NL issues: N.32, N.33, N.34. Now the updates constitute a regular section in the 

NL, a Bioversity publication distributed to ca. 2000 recipients in Europe). 
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